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PIKE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL LAND

PRESERVATION PROGRAM

Land Preservation Program on March 22, 2006 and appointed the

Pike County Commissioners created the Pike County Agricultural /
. ; - AGRICULTURAL LAND \
5-member Agricultural Land Preservation Board to administer the

PRESERVATION BOARD

program. GLENN STRYS

] ] ] ] Chairman
While Pike County’s farming community may not play a
significant part in the State’s agricultural economy, Pike County’s FRED GELDERMAN
farmland does play a significant role in the scenic rural character of Vice-Chairman
our local communities. The small family farms, which include
pastureland, harvested hayland, orchards and similar agriculture SHIRLEY COUTTS
areas, provide scenic open space areas which have a proven value Secretary

to both residents and tourist visitors to the County. N —

The goals of the Agricultural Land Preservation Program are to Treasurer

strengthen and protect quality farmland areas in the County for the ENTRCEEE

continued production of food and other agricultural products. The

Ag program also assists small family farm landowners with the

preservation and continued operation of these farms by providing BOARD ADVISORS

viable options for them. SUE CURRIER
Delaware Highlands

Agricultural Land Preservation Board members focused on Conservancy

development of the county program manual in 2007 making the

Pike County eligible for state funding. After development of the JENNIFER MATTHEWS

USDA NRCS

manual and as part of the administration of this program, the
County Commissioners are required to certify an amount of money, L SR LA
put aside for the purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements Pike County
(ACE), on a yearly basis. 2008 marked the first year that Pike Conservation District
County was able to certify money for this program. The County \ /
Commissioners certified $35,662 to the Pennsylvania Department of

Agriculture (PDA) in January 2008, and as a result, was allocated $226,902 from the State to be used for
the purchase of ACE. Total funds available for the 2008 year amounted to $262,564.

The Pike County AG Preservation Board has been promoting the creation of Agricultural Security Areas
around the County.
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AGRICULTURAL SECURITY AREAS (ASA)

LACKAWAXEN TOWNSHIP

Established in December 2006, the
first Pike County Agricultural
Security Area (ASA) was recorded
in Lackawaxen Township. Nine
landowners submitted the original
application, which resulted in over
1,000 acres designated as an ASA.

AGRICULTURAL SECURITY AREA
DEVELOPMENT

Since its creation, the Lackawaxen
Township ASA has continued to
grow in size and number of
participating landowners. Many of
the original landowners reached out
to neighbors and other interested
residents and advised them to
consider  enrolling  their own
properties. By year end 2008, almost | Acreage

3,000 acres had been added to this | ) noasa
ASA, which now consists of twenty- | ¢ 700 - 800
five (25) parcels. @ 801 - 2000 ﬁ
0 2001 - 3000 s 20X = Year of ASA Creation

DINGMAN TOWNSHIP

Dingman Township received their first proposal for the creation on an ASA in early 2008, which
consisted of nearly 700 acres of land. Having seen such support from the residents, an additional 112
acres was added later that same year. Nine properties currently make up this ASA.

The map, at right, shows the development of Agricultural Security Areas across Pike County. At the
close of 2008, Lackawaxen Township held the record of not only being the first to create an Agricultural
Security Area but also to have the most amount of land designated as an ASA.

Landowners all across the county are expressing an interest in joining an ASA in their community.
Westfall, Blooming Grove, Palmyra and Greene Townships may be the next to establish Agricultural
Security Areas.

AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION EASEMENTS (ACE)

The Pike County Agricultural Land Preservation Board began accepting applications for the purchase of
Agricultural Conservation Easements (ACE) in 2008. With two application deadlines, February 15 and
July 15, the ALP Board received one application for consideration.
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Public Outreach

Goal: Promote public interest in and understanding of the county comprehensive plan,
planning and local government operation. (MPC 209.1.b.8)

Public outreach is an important goal in the Pike County Office of Community Planning’s annual
work plan. To maximize our outreach efforts to both the local community and our municipal
officials, the Pike County Planning Office and the Pike County Planning Commission worked
cooperatively with the Conservation Partnership, the PA Bureau of Forestry, the Upper Delaware
Roundtable, Penn State Extension, PA State Association of Township Supervisors, PA Dept. of
Conservation and Natural Resources, PA Department of Community & Economic Development,
US Forest Service, the Conservation District and other organizations to sponsor programs
throughout the year. These working relationships with close county partners as well as other
non-traditional partner organizations were the key to the success of our outreach program and
allowed us to reach many of the goals and objectives of our year’s work plan.

The 2008 outreach included programs and special mailings throughout the year for Pike County
Municipal officials and landowners (see information box). Programs and information focused on our
County and region’s growth challenges, understanding local government, smart growth,
innovative land use tools, conservation options and gas drilling.

Leadership Exchanges

The Pike County Office of Community Planning was provided with several opportunities
throughout the year to exchange ideas, concerns, and issues with municipal officials and
legislators.

April 4, 2008 - County/Municipal Leaders Partnership Exchange
The Pike County Commissioners again held a County/Municipal Leaders Partnership Exchange
in April 2008, with the help and assistance of the Conservation District and Planning Office
staff. This informational breakfast meeting provided an opportunity for all Pike municipal
leaders, staff and advisors to meet with the Commlssmners and staff from a number of County
9 : departments. Updates on funding and
technical assistance available to
municipalities and residents through
various county initiatives  were
provided.

Planning Director Sally Corrigan
provided an update and overview of
the various Planning and Preservation
Initiatives. The development of the
County’s first Open Space, Greenway,
and Recreation Plan was highlighted.
Mike Mrozinski, Assistant Director
discussed the importance of municipal
Commissioner Harry Forbes addresses municipal officialsat ~ Participation in the Census 2010
the April Leadership Exchange. LUCA Program - Local Update of
Census Addresses -- relating it
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especially to the growth pressures in Pike County communities. The County’s Act 167
stormwater management planning effort initiated by the Pike County Commissioners in 2007 and
continuing through 2008 was also a major topic of the exchange.

Numerous other county offices presented brief updates on programs, services and activities
relevant to the municipalities. This annual municipal leadership exchange provides an
opportunity for municipal leaders, County staff and County Commissioners to interact on a one-
on-one basis and discuss the challenges facing the municipalities and the residents of Pike
County.

July 18, 2008 - Special Meetlng with State Legislators held at PPL Center

Annually, the Planning office works with other
partners to coordinate and participate in a
special breakfast meeting with state and federal
legislators and County Commissioners. The
meeting held this year at the PPL
Environmental Center focused on issues such as
conservation funding -- federal forest legacy,
federal conservation easement tax benefits, and
state funding to conservation districts. Power
lines and eminent domain issues as well as gas
leasing -- local municipal and environmental
impacts and regulatory oversight — were also
topics of discussion at this July meeting.

Commissioners, State and Federal Legislators meet
with Planning staff and conservation partnership
members.

October 3, 2008 - Annual Convention of Pike County Township Supervisors

All Pike County Planning staff attended and participated in the Annual Convention of the Pike
County Association of Township Officials held at Ehrhardts Restaurant in Palmyra Township.
With the official adoption of the County’s Open Space, Greenways and Recreation Plan on
August 27, 2008, the municipalities were provided with copies of the plan and the Executive
Summary. A County display highlighted Planning programs and services and staff were
available throughout the day to answer questions and spark discussion with municipal leaders.

Special Programs

March 2008 - Best Management Practices

As our County Open Space, Greenways and Recreation Plan came to final draft form in early
2008, it was evident that proper stewardship of private lands in Pike County was a key to
maintenance of our high quality forests and waters and our tourism economy. Early in 2008, the
Planning Office partnered with the County Conservation District to provide forest and land
stewardship information to Pike County landowners. Planning and Conservation staff designed a
special newsletter entitled “Managing our_Lands Today-Creating our Legacy for the Future.”
The newsletter focused on best management practices for private lands — conservation planning,
tree farms, forest stewardship plans, wildlife habitat improvement, riparian buffers, and water
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quality protection. The brochure was distributed to landowners with more than 10 acres in Pike
County and included an invitation to attend a program—*“Best Management Practices for
Landowners” held on March 28. The program brought together agency representatives from Pa
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service, PA Game Commission, the Preservation Planner who coordinates the county’s
Agricultural Land Preservation program, the Delaware Highlands Conservancy (a local land
trust), Wayne/Lackawanna Forest Landowners Association and the Conservation District.
Landowners were able to meet one on one with these agency representatives.

April 17, 2008 — Buy the Best, Zone the Rest

There is no single land protection technique
that is best for all communities and all
situations. However, there are several that
municipalities have used successfully. Ann
Hutchinson and Nathan Walker from the
Natural Lands Trust and Michael Frank from
the Heritage Conservancy presented two tried
and true methods for critical land protection
to Pike County municipal officials and
citizens. Michael Frank’s presentation,
Opportunity Knocks: Open Space is a
Community Investment focused on the
benefits to municipalities that can be derived
from purchasing land or conservation Local mu_nicipal off!cials anq citizens try layout of a
easements. This technique protects the most conservation subdivision design development.
important land resources and often avoids the

higher and ongoing costs of community services, in particular, public school costs. Ann
Hutchinson’s presentation, Growing Greener: Conservation by Design focused on how
communities can use the development process to protect interconnected networks of open space,
natural areas, greenways, trails and recreation lands. With the Growing Greener approach,
municipalities can adopt flexible development design standards that provide options for the
developer while achieving community protection objectives. In combination, these two
techniques can help municipalities to better balance growth and property rights with conservation
and good design and can provide important options for landowners in the use of their land. This
special workshop drew an audience of approx. 35 municipal officials, school district officials and
citizens interested in the concepts.

May 27 and 28, 2008 — Financial Benefits of Land Conservation

Stephen Small is recognized as the nation’s leading authority on private land protection options
and strategies. He wrote the Federal income tax regulations on easements as attorney-advisor in
the Office of Chief counsel of the IRS. He represents and advises numerous corporate,
individual, and family owners on complex land planning for their properties. He also directs
project teams on extensive and complex planning for maximum income tax benefits in
connection with conservation easements. Steve advises government agencies and non-profits on
leveraging land acquisition dollars.
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The Planning office joined with partners to bring Mr.
Small to Pike County. Two special sessions were
held. The May 27 evening program provided an
excellent opportunity for landowners to learn about
the value of land conservation in estate and tax
planning, and learn what local resources are
available. The May 28 seminar was designed for
professionals — attorneys, CPA, Estate Planners, Tax
Advisors, Real Estate Professionals - who deal with
complex tax and estate planning issues. All
attendees received a copy of “Preserving Family
Lands” by Stephen Small.

Stephen Small talks to Pike County landowners.

Tri-County Stormwater and Flood Summit

The Planning County Planning Office provided staff support and assistance in the development
of a stormwater and flood summit held on November 20 coordinated by Pike, Wayne and
Monroe County Conservation Districts, Congressman Chris Carney’s office, and the Pocono
Northeast Resource Conservation & Development Council. The summit was geared to municipal
officials across the 3-county area.

The program attracted almost 100 participants including 24 of 61 municipalities as well as a few
of the larger community associations in the three-county region. Presenters provided information
on stream geomorphology, an overview of county emergency management resources, best
management practices that can be utilized for stormwater and floodplain management, and an
overview of the political and economic realties of floodplain management.

The summit also included a roundtable discussion about what participants see as the main
obstacles to stormwater and floodplain management in their community and additional
tools/resources they need to manage stormwater and floodplains. Participants received a
“Stormwater/Flood Summit toolbox™ that provided a CD and paper copies of educational
resources on stormwater management, floodplain management, riparian buffer and stream
restoration, disaster response, hazard mitigation and planning tools that included model
ordinances for stormwater and floodplain management. This program was made possible
through grants and support from a numbers of sources - PA Association of Conservation
Districts and PA Department of Environmental Protection under Section 319 of the Clean Water
Act.
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2008 Public and Municipal Outreach
Co-Sponsored by the Pike County Office of Community Planning through its partnership efforts

February 2008 — Managing our Lands Today, Creating our Legacy for the Future Newsletter - A newsletter designed to
emphasize conservation stewardship of individual lands was developed and sent to Pike County landowners. It reviewed
topics such as conservation and wildlife plans, tree farms and forest stewardship and Best Management Practices for
landowners. A special invitation to the following listed March 26 program was also provided.

March 26 — Managing our Lands Today, Creating our Legacy for the Future Program @ Planning Office - The
Conservation District and the Planning Office coordinated this opportunity for local landowners to meet one-on-one with
agency representatives such as Bureau of Forestry, PA Game Commission, Ducks Unlimited, USDA Natural Resource
Conservation Staff, Pike County Agricultural Land Preservation Program coordinators, and others. Information on funding
resources and services of the agencies were provided.

April 17 — Buy the Best, Zone the Rest Program for municipal officials and engineers @ PPL Center - Our Planning office
worked with Conservation Partners and the Natural Lands Trust (NLT) to provide a special session on how municipal officials
might identify and conserve the critical conservation lands in their communities.

May 2008 — DCNR'’s iconserve Program “seeded” postcards - Our new Pike County Community and Natural Resource
Planner provided his introduction to an audience of approx. 300 large tract landowners in the County through a special mailing
highlighting the county planning services and the DCNR “iconserve” program. He included a brochure on the iconserve
program as well as seeded postcards for local residents to complete a spring planting.

May 27 & 28 — Financial Benefits of Land Conservation @ PPL Center - Stephen J. Small, J.D., LL.M, an expert on tax
implications of preserving family lands was retained by the Conservation Partnership to present in Pike County. An evening
presentation on May 27 was for landowners and the May 28 session was for professionals — attorneys, financial planners and
accountants. Before going into private practice, Small was an attorney-advisor in the Office of Chief Counsel of the Internal
Revenue Service in Washington, D.C., where he wrote the federal income tax regulations on conservation easements. Small
also authored a series of books on “Preserving Family Lands.”

May & June 2008 — Shop Local, Save Land The Planning office through our Conservation Partnership participation assisted
with the distribution of Shop Local, Save Land, a newly developed guide to farms and farm markets in the 3-county region.
June 2008 - Considering a Gas lease? - With the increased interest in natural gas drilling in the region, the Planning office
and the Agricultural Land Preservation Board developed an informational packet on Gas Leasing and Agricultural Lands. This
packet was mailed to a target Pike County audience just prior to the July 2008 program.

July 28 — Natural Gas Leasing Program @ Wallenpaupack High School. The Planning office partnered with the Penn State
Extension to provide an evening overview on gas leases and Marcellus shale.

August 2008 - Leave a Legacy: Conservation Options for Landowners Brochure - The Planning office partnered with the
Conservation District and our local land trust Delaware Highlands Conservancy in 2007 to develop this brochure which
highlights the individual and community benefits of conserving family lands. The Planning office sent a special mailing of this
brochure to Pike County landowners in 2008 along with a letter highlighting forest stewardship ideas for landowner
consideration.

September 2008 —Pike County Agricultural Land Preservation Program - A mailing targeted at potential Pike County
Landowners who might be interested in the agricultural land preservation program was sent out by the planning office in
September. Brochures and information sheets on the program were included and an invitation to the September 25 program
listed below.

September 25 - So You Want to Protect Your Land, Now What? Program @ PPL Center - Representatives from both
Pike and Wayne County Agricultural Land Preservation Program, Delaware Highlands Conservancy and PA DCNR were on
hand at this special session which provided one-on-one time for local landowners to ask pertinent questions on the
conservation funding programs and financial benefits of conservation options.

October 2008 — Forest Stewardship and Estate Planning - Working with the PA Bureau of Forestry District #19 office, our
Preservation Planner developed a letter of introduction on the forest stewardship services of the Bureau and forest estate
planning. This letter along with informational brochures were sent to Pike County’s large tract forest landowners along with an
invitation to the October 26 program at Grey Towers.

October 26 — Economic Value and Resources for Private Forest Landowners Program - This program, held at USFS
Grey Towers and coordinated by USFS staff and the Delaware Highlands Conservancy, was geared to provide valuable
information to our county’s forest landowners.

November 20 — Stormwater and Flood Summit @ Ehrhardts Restaurant - see article in this annual report.
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From the Lipper Delaware to the Water Gap

commonwaters

Clean Whter =« Healthy Foresls « Sustainable Commanit e

From the Upper Delaware to the Water Gap: Clean Water, Healthy Forests, Sustainable Communities

In 2007, the National Park Service contracted with the Pinchot Institute for Conservation Studies
to serve as the facilitator of an effort in the Upper Delaware Basin (all lands above the Delaware
Water Gap) to foster coordination, information sharing, and joint problem solving across the
state, county and municipal boundaries within the Upper Delaware region. Initially focused on
National Park Resources in both the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area and the
Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational River, it has since expanded its scope to include a
broader range of natural resource values in the basin — the principal concern being water quality.

This “Common Waters” effort as it has become know is a gathering of organizations both public
and non-profit in the tri-state Upper Delaware region whose main purpose is to preserve clean
water, natural places and working lands through cooperation, education, and research. Priorities
of the organization include facilitated information sharing through technical assistance and
targeted educational workshops; dissemination of information on resource issues through joint
publications and shared web delivery systems; and fostering information sharing across
municipal, county and state boundaries through regular forums and cooperative research and
planning projects.

Perhaps the most important aspect of this Common Waters effort is the regular opportunity for
representatives of these organizations to get together across state lines to discuss planning issues
and ways where we can cooperate in the broader region. Planning agencies from seven counties
in three states participate regularly in the Common Waters effort.

Pike County Planning Commission
2008 Annual Report — Page 38



Upper Delaware Roundtable

Upper Delaware Roundtable Mission Statement

The Roundtable is a committee that supports the positive development and conservation of the Upper
Delaware River Corridor. The committee aspires to facilitate communication among existing groups,
interested individuals. oraanization and municinal aovernments in order to promote the cultural and

The Upper Delaware Roundtable continued their presence in the local community by dealing
with numerous important issues in 2008. Included in the Committee’s focus are the preservation
of the natural beauty of the river valley, support of township and county planning efforts,
encouragement of multi-municipal and multi-state planning, encouragement of communication
and collaboration between governments and organizations, support of strong and vibrant local
communities and economies, encouragement of citizen participation in all levels of community
life, and highlighting the Upper Delaware River Valley as a distinct region and destination.

The Roundtable includes a broad cross section of local leaders from both the Pennsylvania and
New York river borders. The committee meets monthly, holding discussions in towns and
townships along the river to get to know the challenges that are unique in each locality. A
regional Geographic Information System (GIS) committee was formed to facilitate information
sharing in the several-county/two-state area. As a result of the involved citizenry, the area was
chosen for implementation of a Satellite-based future growth model project, in collaboration with
the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center and Shippensburg University. Satellite photography will
be used to chart projected growth in the Upper Delaware region over time.

The Roundtable seeks to encourage an atmosphere of creative collaboration and regional
thinking, in order to strengthen local communities and their organizations in preparation for
growth that is anticipated in the region.

Conservation Partnership

The Pike County Office of Community Planning plays an important role in the Conservation
Partnership which grew to over 20 members in 2008. This group of Partners has supported each
others” missions and goals through its fourth successful year. A full series of educational
programs provided a forum for communicating important needs and information on issues for
our communities and our municipal officials. Several exceptional educational programs were
sponsored in 2008.

Besides educational programs, the Partnership has also identified important areas of
environmental concern to all partners. Collaboration on the protection of these critical habitats
and natural resource areas has made each more achievable for groups with limited resources.
This joint collaboration has also increased the success with funding sources. The Partnership has
also worked tirelessly to support the Pike County Scenic Rural Character Preservation Program
and the Pike County Agricultural Land Preservation Program and to provide feedback for the
County’s Open Space, Greenways and Recreation Network Plan in 2008.
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“Pike County is Growing...Ak#ustly’

A Roadmap to Pike County’s Planning Efforts and Future Growth Policy

Pike County’s new “Roadmap to Pike County Planning Efforts and Future Growth Policy,”
developed in 2008, summarizes the recent planning and conservation initiatives being undertaken
by the Pike County Board of Commissioners, the Pike County Planning Commission, the Pike
County Office of Community Planning and our local municipalities.

The brochure contains a synopsis on
the following County-wide planning
efforts: Pike County Comprehensive
Plan; Pike County Open Space,
Greenways, and Recreation Plan;
Scenic Rural Character Preservation
Program; Agricultural Land
Preservation program; Land Use
information; and County-wide
Conceptual Growth Areas. The
brochure also includes a 14” x 16” map
of the County that show the extent of
public lands, conceptual growth areas
and the tax lot parcels.

The project was initiated to support the
numerous efforts being undertaken by
the Pike County Office of Community
Planning. The “Roadmap” highlights

the growth that the County has been “__‘,_A ROﬂdmap i
experiencing and the Conceptual to.Pike County.ﬂPlannmg Efforts-

Growth Areas that were identified in ,/’/ ‘and Future Growth Policy =
the Comprehensive Plan. L R — _

This “Roadmap to Pike County’s Planning Efforts and Future Growth Policy” was funded, in
part, by a Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) through the Upper Delaware Council.

Copies may be obtained by visiting:
e your local municipal office
the Pike County Commissioners Office, Milford
the Pike County Planning Office, Blooming Grove
Pike County Chamber of Commerce, Milford
Lake Wallenpaupack Chamber of Commerce, Wilsonville
Pike County Public Library, Milford
Visiting http://www.pikepa.org/Planning/Mapchure.htm

For more information regarding this publication, please contact the Pike County Office of
Community Planning at (570)226-6293 or planning@pikepa.org
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Forecasting Land Use Change in Pike & Wayne Counties

Pike/Wayne SLEUTH Growth Model

Recent growth in the area is threatening the integrity of many of our natural resources, primarily
through forest fragmentation, impairment of water quality, loss of open space and wildlife
habitat, and degradation of scenic views. The need was identified to develop land use strategies
that can accommaodate population and economic growth without sacrificing the natural resources
and quality of life that attract visitors and residents to this area.

To address this need, the Counties of Pike and Wayne are implementing a land use change model
that will provide forecasts of future development patterns in Pike and Wayne counties. The
project has been funded through a PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
(DCNR) grant to Pike County Planning to develop this technical analysis. This effort is part of a
broader modeling project for the Upper Delaware River Basin, and represents one component of
a regional cooperative partnership among local governments, the National Park Service, and
scientists from multiple institutions. The model will produce products which will include large
wall maps, ARC Reader GIS computer programs, and tabular data showing where and how much
growth is likely to occur. Immediate benefits will include GIS data layers that can be used to
guide land use decisions at both the local and regional level, particularly in terms of subdivision
and land development plan reviews and impact assessments for current growth patterns. These
map products will also provide the basis for long term activities, since they can be coupled with
other models to -

evaluate the impacts
of development on,
for example, stream
health or open space
resources.

Once the model is
calibrated, the
model layers can be
utilized in  the
region for numerous
associated planning
projects. The final
product of this
effort can be used to
run additional future
scenario  forecasts
that can be tailored
to specific needs or
regions.

The image is an April 2005 air photo showing the Milford 184 interchange. The bright white pixels
depict the degree of imperviousness.
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The SLEUTH urban growth model, which was developed through the US Geological Survey
Urban Dynamics Program, is being utilized for this project. Since its public release in 1997, the
SLEUTH urban growth model has been used to simulate urban development patterns in over
twenty different locations across the world.

SLEUTH simulates four types of growth which are applied sequentially during each annual

growth cycle:
1. Spontaneous new growth simulates dispersed development patterns,
2. New spreading centers simulates the development of new urban areas,
3. Edge growth stems from existing urban centers,
4. Road influenced growth simulates the influence of the transportation network on development patterns.

The final report for this project was developed in 2008, and the project is substantially complete.
The results are anticipated to be announced in 2009.

Pike County Stormwater Planning

Stormwater management is most urgent in a rapidly developing county such as Pike where
development activities are changing the surface features of the land and altering stormwater
runoff characteristics, sometimes drastically and with unintended consequences. When asked to
identify priority areas where planning was needed over the next 10 years, municipal officials and
residents both responded to our County Comprehensive Plan Survey stating that stormwater
management was a critical area where planning should be focused. In response to this need, the
Pike County Commissioners partnered with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) to initiate a stormwater management planning effort for the County in 2007.
The Commissioners assigned responsibility for this planning effort to the Conservation District
with assistance being provided by the Pike County Office of Community Planning. The County
is working with a consulting engineer and an Advisory Committee which includes representation
from each Pike County municipality, local watershed groups, the Pike Builders Association and
State and Federal natural resource agencies.

Under the Stormwater Management Act (Act 167), each county must prepare and adopt a
watershed stormwater management plan for watersheds as designated by the Department, in
consultation with the municipalities located within each watershed. The County must
periodically review and revise these plans. There are seven such designated watersheds in Pike
County: Shohola Creek, Bushkill Creek, Wallenpaupack Creek, Lackawaxen River, Sawkill
Creek, Delaware River (direct drainage areas to the River) and Brodhead Creek.

Pike County’s stormwater management planning will be undertaken in two phases. Phase I - the
preparation of a scope of study - was begun in 2007 and completed in 2008. Phase Il - the actual
plan preparation - started in fall 2008. The Conservation District and planning staff have been
working with municipal officials to identify critical stormwater problem sites throughout the
county and field investigations are now underway.

Our Pike County municipalities play a very important role in this Act 167 stormwater
management planning, since the preparation and adoption of a stormwater management plan by
the County may require changes to local land use regulations. As the County moves through this
planning process to the completion of the new stormwater management plan, our partnerships
and the participation of all of our municipalities will be critical in the success of the program.
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Managing all aspects of stormwater — controlling peak rates; reducing overall volume of runoff
during rainfall events; protecting water quality; maintaining groundwater recharge for wells and
stream flow — are all vital elements of protecting Pike’s water resources, reducing flooding and
protecting property and infrastructure. Up-to-date Act 167 Plans will also help make local land
development regulations more consistent with state and federal requirements for stormwater
discharges from construction activities and should assist in streamlining the permitting processes
for projects requiring NPDES Permits.

Future Planning Initiatives

Goal: Prepare a yearly work plan to identify needed planning related project priorities. This
work plan will serve as a guide to County Planning Staff and the Pike County Planning
Commission to accomplish the highest planning priorities as identified in the Pike County
Comprehensive Plan, as required by the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, and as
requested by the Pike County Board of Commissioners and Pike County municipal officials.

The Pike County Planning Commission and the Pike County Office of Community Planning
work annually with the Pike County Commissioners to identify and prioritize the projects of the
Department. The annual work plan for the Office provides the focus and direction for activities
projected each year.

Pike County Comprehensive Plan and Open Space Plan Implementation

Perhaps the most important planning initiative on the near horizon for the Pike County Planning
Commission and the Office of Community Planning will be the coordination of the
implementation initiatives identified in the County’s Comprehensive Plan and the newly adopted
Pike County Open Space, Greenways and Recreation Plan. These County Plans are only a
beginning for addressing the growth challenges of our County and municipalities.

One of the most important strategies to the success of the County’s Plan implementation will be
the ability of the County and our municipalities to create and sustain long-term partnerships both
at the local, state and federal government level as well as with local business, utilities, private
communities, civic and volunteer organizations and other appropriate partners. Creating and
sustaining these partnerships will be critical not only to the implementation of the action steps
and recommendations but also to the public and municipal outreach and education. It will fall to
the Pike County Planning Commission and the Pike County Office of Community Planning to
lead the facilitation of these partnerships and the implementation of the County’s Plan. This will
be a top priority in 20009.

Pike County Natural Heritage Inventory

One important recommendation identified in the County’s Open Space Plan is the update of our
County’s Natural Areas Inventory (now called Natural Heritage Inventory) which was originally
completed in 1990. The County Commissioners and the Planning Commission began discussion
in late 2008 with the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy to begin this project. 2009 will provide a focal year for this endeavor.
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Pike County Planning Commission

Pike County Office of Community Planning
556 Route 402, Suite 2
Hawley, PA 18428

570-226-6293 (phone)
570-226-6294 (phone)
570-226-8222 (fax)
planning@pikepa.org
http://www.pikepa.org/Communityplanning.htm






